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Silas S. Soule tried to free John
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adamantly refused to be saved.
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When it came to supplying shoes to the
Confederate infantryman, necessity was
the mother of invention.
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At Mechanicsville on June 26, 1862, the
44th Georgia lost 335 out of 514 men,
including Colonel Robert A. Smith.
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58 REVIEWS

William T. Sherman’s insecurities fueled
his well-developed rage—and his coldly
destructive way of waging war.

By Richard F. Welch

66 TRAVEL

Before they fought the North, Robert E.
Lee and Thomas J. Jackson worshiped in
Brooklyn at what is now known as “the
Church of the Generals.”

By John A. Barnes
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LEFT: In a painting by Bob
Crofut, Union Major John
Wesley Powell coordinates
the efforts of his artillery by
means of a horse. A more
" demanding task for horses
was hauling the guns from
one battlefield to the next
(story, P. 34). COVER:
General Robert E. Lee and
© Lt. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson
devise a strategy to counter
Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker’s
| three corps at Chancellorsville,
~ in Eve of the Storm, by Don
Troiani (story, P. 42).
Cover art: Historical Art Prints,
Ltd., Southbury, Connecticut

26 SECESSION FEVER ON A SOUTHERN CAMPUS
By Jim Zbick

When his students refused to haul down the “disunion flag” they had raised atop
Washington College’s main campus building, Dr. George Junkin declared: “I will

never hear a recitation or deliver a lecture under a rebel flag. The class is dismissed.”

34 HORSEPOWER MOVES THE GUNS
By James R. Cotner

When instructing his artillerymen, Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman urged that
“extraordinary care be taken of the horses upon which everything depends.”
He was not alone in appreciating those prime movers of Union firepower.

47 DAY ONE AT CHANCELLORSVILLE
By Al Hemingway

“] have the rebellion in my breeches pocket,” Maj. Gen. Joe Hooker boasted,
“and God Almighty himself cannot take it away from me.” One of his Union
officers commented: “I do not like that sort of talk. There is no sense in defying
the Almighty when you are fighting General Lee.”

50 RIVER BATTLE FOR FORT PILLOW
By Robert Collins Suhr

At 5 o’clock on the morning of May 10, 1862, a Union mortar boat opened fire
on Fort Pillow. Its shot served as a signal for the eight rams of the Confederate
River Defense Fleet to start upriver—and attack the Yankees” Western Flotilla.

no responsibility for the loss or damage of unsolicited material. Material to be returned should be accompanied by a self-addressed, stamped envelope. Send SASE for our author’s guidelines.

4 AMERICAS CIVIL WAR MARCH 1996

crofiche from: University Microfilms Inc., 300 North Zeeb Road, Ann Arbor, MI 48106.
(703-771-9400). AMERICA'S CIVIL WAR welcomes editorial submissions but assumes



COMMANDS

The hard-fighting 44th Georgia suffered some of the heaviest

On March 10, 1862,
companies of Geor-
gians from Henry, Jasper,
Clarke, Spalding, Clayton,
Putnam, Fayette, Pike,
Morgan, Henry and Greene
counties all assembled at
Camp Stephens, outside
Griffin. Responding to
Governor Joseph Brown’s
mandate to raise forces
from each county, the com-
panies were hastily mus-
tered in as the 44th Geor-
gia Regiment Volunteers.

On April 4, the new
regiment was ordered to
Goldsboro, N.C. For some
soldiers, it would be the
first leg of a three-year so-
journ; for many others, it
would be the first step
toward eternity.

The 44th was soon al-
lied with the 3rd Arkan-
sas, the 1st North Caro-
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At Spotsylvania on May 12, 1864,
latter including the 44th Georgia Infa
in a painting by Henry Kidd. Losses in the 4

By Gerald J. Smith

Union and Co

fedemte foces—the
ntry—Fight for the Bloody Angle,
4th included 26 killed.
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losses of any regiment in t

4th Georgia, who led the
countercharge that forced
the enemy backward.

Out of ammunition from
constant firing, the brigade
was then moved into the
West Woods near Dunkard
Church to replenish their
cartridge boxes and enjoy
their rations. They remained
there the rest of the day,
harassed by intense artil-
lery fire. In the battle, the
44th Georgia lost 17 killed,
65 wounded and 4 miss-
ing, out of 162 effectives.

The brigade retreated to
the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia, where the men
rested from the rigors of the
Maryland campaign. Col-
onel Doles was promote:
to brigadier general in No-
vember and remained in
charge of the brigade. John
B. Estes replaced him as
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lina and the 3rd North
Carolina to form a brigade under Brig.
Gen. John G. Walker, in the division of
Maj. Gen. Theophilus H. Holmes. On
May 27, the brigade was ordered to Rich-
mond to counter Union Maj. Gen. George
B. McClellan’s advance up the Virginia
Peninsula. The Battle of Seven Pines was
just over when the brigade arrived on June
1, and the men assumed picket duty, with
some skirmishing, until the Seven Days’
campaign began later that month. During
the lull, the 48th Georgia was added to the
brigade to replace the 3rd Arkansas. Also,
Brig. Gen. Roswell Ripley succeeded
Walker at the helm, and Maj. Gen. D.-H.
Hill assumed command of the division.
The 44th Georgia “washed its spears” at
the June 26 Battle of Mechanicsville. The
Union left lay along a ridge on the east
bank of Beaver Dam Creek, strongly en-
trenched and supported by superb artil-
lery—a position of great natural strength.
Ripley’s brigade faced the enemy line at
Ellison’s Mill. To close with the enemy,
the Confederates had to descend a high
hill, cross a high-banked creek, struggle
through abatis, and endure a maelstrom of
lead and iron. In the forlorn attack, the
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44th lost 335 out of 514 effectives, includ-
ing Colonel Robert A. Smith, who was
mortally wounded leading the charge. A
member of Company C wrote his wife af-
terward: “Nine of my company...now lie
under the cold ground. Our regiment tried
to take that battery but could not do it.”

At Malvern Hill on July 1, the regiment
was again under heavy fire and lost sub-
stantially—13 dead and 16 wounded. Ulti-
mately, the Seven Days’ campaign success-
fully and bloodily concluded, and Ripley’s
brigade moved to Richmond, where it
stayed until the middle of August.

On September 5, the brigade crossed
the Potomac into Maryland. At the Battle
of Antietam on the 17th, the brigade was
posted on the left of Hill’s line, halfway be-
tween the Mumma Farm and Dunkard
Church. Early that morning Ripley set fire
to the Mumma buildings, crossed the
Smoketown road and engaged the Union
troops in Miller’s Cornfield. There, the
brigade helped drive back the onrushing
Federals and rescue Brig. Gen. John Bell
Hood’s beleaguered Texas Brigade. Ripley
was wounded at the Cornfield and was
replaced by Colonel George Doles of the

colonel. At the beginning
of December, the men of the 44th Geor-
gia moved to Port Royal, Va., where they
remained until urgently requested to move
toward Fredericksburg.

The next day the brigade marched to
Hamilton’s Crossing, on General Robert
E. Lee’s right, which was under the com-
mand of Lt. Gen. Thomas J. Jackson. They
were placed in reserve. The division, hav-
ing been in the front line of the fighting
at Antietam, was put in the third line of
battle at Fredericksburg, and lost only one
killed, three wounded and one missing.

The winter of 1862-63 was spent near
Port Royal. Except for picket duty, all was
quiet in the 44th. When Lee reorganized
the army in January, the 12th and 21st
Georgia regiments joined the brigade ir.
place of the North Carolina units, making
it an all-Georgia brigade. It was then movec
to the division of Maj. Gen. Robert Rodes
in Stonewall Jackson’s storied 11 Corps.

On April 29, 1863, the brigade was or-
dered back to Fredericksburg in responss
to Union Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker’s feir-
toward the old battlefield of the previou
December. On May 1, the men moved t
Continued on page 2



the Orange Plank road near Chancel-
lorsville. That night, Lee and Jackson
planned their famous flank attack to de-
stroy the Federal right wing. The next day,
the 44th Georgia, with the rest of the
brigade, started at sunrise in a northern di-
rection, then turned left toward the west,
in order to circle the unsuspecting enemy.

Rodes’ division, which had led the
flanking maneuver, was assigned the first
line of battle, stretching for a half-mile on
each side of the Plank Road and squarely
on the exposed Federal right.

The next day, May 3, the brigade as-
saulted enemy entrenchments near the
Chancellor House and drove the enemy
away, but at a heavy loss. The 44th Georgia
lost 13 killed and 64 wounded. Company 1
was down to 36 men. The regiment as a
whole numbered 348 men and 35 officers.

On July 1, the brigade quick-marched
to the sound of the guns at Gettysburg,
going into line on the extreme left. When
the entire Union XI Corps appeared in
front of the brigade, the situation became
grim. The enemy occupied Oak Hill in
front of the Georgians, and immediately
began a flanking movement to the left.
Doles’ men fought on the defensive for an
hour until Brig. Gen. John B. Gordon’s
brigade of Maj. Gen. Jubal Early’s division
came up on the left, linked up with Doles’
regiments and attacked.

The Federals fought valiantly but soon
were flanked and had to retreat. With
Doles and Gordon pressing home their as-
sault, the retreat became a rout and com-
pelled the entire Federal defense north of
Gettysburg to give way. During the pursuit
of the routed enemy, Doles’ men came
under fire from an unexpected source.
Doles reported later, “My line was sub-
jected to and did receive a severe fire from
one of our own batteries, from which fire
I lost several men killed and wounded.”
The offending battery was not identified.

The brigade was drawn up in line of
battle on July 2 to support Early’s artack
on Cemetery Hill. For whatever reason,
Rodes did not order the advance, and the
men, except for heavy skirmishing, re-
mained where they were until the 5th,
when the Confederate army retreated. In
the action at Gettysburg, the 44th Geor-
gia lost 10 killed, 49 wounded and 9 miss-
ing. A survivor summed up the matter:
“There was an awful fight for three days. |
don’t think we gained anything there.”

Following the Mine Run campaign, the
brigade went into winter camp near Orange
Court House and, except for a bitter win-
ter march in February, rested until May 4.
1864. The Wilderness campaign began for
Doles’ brigade on May 5, when it went
into line of battle in the right rear of Brig
Gen. John M. Jones’ brigade of Maj. Gen
Edward Johnson’s division. The Federal:
attacked before Jones had his men de-
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ployed and routed the Confederates al-
ready in place, exposing Doles’ left, held
by the 4th Georgia. The regiment wheeled
left to meet the flank attack while the
44th Georgia and 12th Georgia engaged
on their front, buying precious moments
for Lee’s army. A timely counterattack by
Gordon’s men relieved the Union pressure
and restored the Confederate line. On the
6th, the 44th and its sister regiments par-
ticipated in a night attack on the Union
right flank, which, had not darkness in-
tervened, might have forced the entire
Federal line out of position. Losses in the
hard-fighting 44th Georgia for the two
days of combat in the Wilderness were 14
killed, 29 wounded and 2 captured.

Three days later, the brigade was in line
at Spotsylvania, occupying the center of
the western side of a large bulge in the line
known as “the Mule Shoe.” The 44th
Georgia was at the center of the brigade.
The entrenchments were a scant 200
yards from a pine forest that concealed
enemy movements. On the evening of
May 10, the Federals bombarded Doles’
sector, then launched an overwhelm-
ing attack. Doles’ men fought obstinately
against 5-to-1 odds. Union Colonel Emory
Upton paid tribute: “The enemy sitting in
their pits with pieces upright, loaded, and
with bayonets fixed, ready to impale the
first who should leap over, absolutely re-
fused to yield the ground.”
~ Nevertheless, the Georgians eventually
were forced to yield after heavy losses. The
Federals poured through the breach, but
once again, a Gordon counterattack, aided
by Doles’ remnant, restored the Confed-
erate line. Losses in the 44th Georgia,
which had borne the initial shock of the
breakthrough, were horrendous—26 killed,
28 wounded and 182 captured. Company
lost 38 men out of 63.

The regiment, now reduced to a few
squads, participated in the rest of the Spot-
sylvania campaign, but never regained
true fighting strength. It stayed with the
brigade until the end, suffering a steady
hemorrhage of casualties throughout Early’s
Shenandoah Valley campaign in the au-
tumn of 1864. It was present at Fort Stead-
man on March 25, 1865, and in the final
assault at Appomattox Court House.
where a flag of truce halted further hostil-
ities on April 9, 1865.

Two days later, when the remnants ot
the Army of Northern Virginia stackec
arms, 62 survivors of the 44th Georgiz
were present for duty, out of the origina.
1,115 who had left home in 1862. As Cap-
tain John Harris remembered years later
“The impartial historian, when he col
lects up the facts and figures, will shov
that the 44th Georgia Regiment sufferec
a greater casualty in killed and wounded
in proportion to the number carried intc
action, than any other regiment on the
Southern side.” o



